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• European Council has agreed to extend Article 50 
period to 31 October 2019

• No deal is still not off the table

• Still possible the UK could leave with a deal before 
31 October 2019  

• Second referendum?

As things stand



Clarifying the Scottish Government’s position…

• Believes best future for Scotland is to remain in the EU
• Compromise would be to maintain membership of the 

customs union and common market
– ……or an outcome as close to that as possible

• Seeks to maintain tariff- and regulatory- free trade 
with the EU

• Seeks to maintain freedom of movement (access to 
labour)

• Concerned that in the event of a no-deal there could 
be…..
– Possible loss of access to FTA agreements between EU and third countries?
– Increase in imports due to future FTAs?
– For some sectors possible loss of exports to the EU (seed potatoes)?



EU Exit: no deal planning

• EU trade at Border:

– Majority of plants and plant products will continue 
to enter UK without plant health controls  

– UK will lose access to EU Plant Passport regime

– Controlled goods would require a Phytosanitary
Certificate

– Pre-notification in advance of arrival

– PH Authority would conduct doc and id check 
remotely but no physical check at the Border  



EU Exit: no deal planning

• 3rd Country Transit through EU to UK:

– Plants and plant products that receive plant health 
checks in the EU can move to UK as an EU import  

– Where no plant health checks take place in EU, the 
consignment will be treated as 3rd country import

– This will require plant health check on entry to UK  

– Businesses that wish to bring such goods into UK via 
the EU at a RoRO will need to facilitate checks inland 
at PoFA or divert to another point of entry      

– Pre-notification in advance of arrival



EU Exit: no deal planning

• 3rd Country Trade:

– There will be no changes to the import process for 
3rd country goods

– Pre-notification in advance of arrival and physical 
inspections at point of entry will still be required

– Controlled goods would require a Phytosanitary
Certificate



EU Exit: no deal planning
Exports

• UK will become a 3rd country and will need to meet EU 3rd

country conditions to export controlled plant and plant 
products to EU.

• For export to 3rd countries from the EU there is no change.

• Exporting regulated goods to EU:

- PC’s will be required

- Businesses will need to apply to appropriate UK plant 
health authority to request a PC

- Checks on goods may take place at country of destination. 

• On seeds - equivalence agreement with the EU will not be 
considered until withdrawal negotiations have concluded



EU Exit: Intra – UK trade

• Procedures 
currently in place 
for plant and plant 
products currently 
covered by EU 
plant passports 
moving within the 
UK will remain 
unchanged



Further information contd.



Smarter Rules for Safer Food
New EU PH Regulation comes in on 14 December 2019 

Review of Regulation 882/2004 
EU Feed and Food law
Extension of scope to Plant Health & Animal 
Health 

Animal 
Health 

Plant 
Health 

Commission 
co-funding -



EU Smarter Rules for Safer Food Package

• Priority pests

• Registration

• Extension of Plant Passporting

• New Plant Passport format

• Passenger baggage concession removed  



EU Smarter Rules for Safer Food Package

• And finally…



Further information

• https://www.mygov.scot/eu-exit/

• http://www.sasa.gov.uk/content/eu-exit-guidance

• https://www.gov.uk/government/brexit
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