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Objectives

Review the risk to Scottish plant biodiversity from known pests
Map known threats to the Scottish landscape

Identify key characteristics signifying plant health risk to species and
communities

Develop and demonstrate a risk ranking system for known and
unknown threats

Introduction

New and emerging diseases
are now one of the largest
threats to plant biodiversity.
To allow policy makers to
engage with them, our
project identifies threats to

Scottish biodiversity assets
(SBA).

Known threats are
characterised by the UK Plant

Project outcomes

* Plant Health risk Register (PRRJ pests were filtered to exclude those
with low expected impact, and to include only those with hosts native
or naturalised in Scotland, leaving 1177 pests on 118 genera.
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Key messages

i Royal

he James i | Botanic Garden * 118 plant genera important to Scottish biodiversity are host to at least 1177
utton =4» | Edinburgh known, high-impact potential pest threats.
nstitute & CNIvERSITY oF * The greatest known threats are to plant genera that are also used
rorest Research EXETER commercially. This is likely a combination of increased scrutiny and greater

opportunity for pest evolution and introduction.

“){ Insects comprise the greatest proportion of known pest threats.
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18 BAP priority species are potential hosts to PRR pests. These are across
Scotland, with small regions of high intensity of potential pests.

Yet-unknown threats may provide an even greater risk to natural assets. A risk
ranking system will allow plant health planning to address both known and
unknown plant health threats to species and communities.
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