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Plant health is at the heart of Scotland’s 
rural economy and natural environment

▪ Rural economy £2 b

▪ Food and drink sector £14 b

▪ Food and drink exports £5 b

▪ Environmental benefits £21 b

Why do have a Plant Health 
Centre for Scotland?



Ash dieback

Ash dieback: Killer tree disease set to cost UK £15bn
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Why do we have a Plant Health 
Centre for Scotland?



Focus on Scotland’s
plant health needs

Single access point for 
advice and knowledge

Integrate plant health 
across sectors

Complement not 
duplicate work of 
other Scottish and 
non-Scottish orgs  

What does the Plant Health 
Centre do?



Web site

www.planthealthcentre.scot



Twitter

@PlantHealthScot



CPHO Office meetings

• Monthly meetings 

• (Xylella) contingency planning

• PCN evidence gaps

• Skills network mapping

• Scotland’s Plant Health Conference

• ‘International Year of Plant Health 2020’



Meet stakeholders 

Agriculture

Forestry

Horticulture

Environment

• One to One
• Ongoing events
• Centre-specific events



• Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh

• 60 participants

• Workshops on plant health needs

• Outputs to commissioning 

PHC Launch Event 



Other Events and Meetings

Royal Highland Show



Events and Meetings

Royal Highland Show – Pete Wishart MP



Events and Meetings

Beechgrove Garden – Jim McColl



Project commissioning

14 projects

Budget ca £240,000 Commissioning Process

Results April / October



Commissioned projects

Specific threats Spread, survival and control

Supporting Scotland’s 
aims and challenges  

Enabling, networking, 
cross sector working



Commissioned projects



• Status

• Scottish-specific issues

• Knowledge gaps

• PHC perspective

• Key priorities and 
recommendations 

Pest risk reports



Reports and Newsletters



Working with other centres



National and International Links

Nicola Spence 
CPHO / Plant and Bee 

Health at Defra

Giuseppe Stancanelli
Plant Health Team Leader - EFSA

Julie Fitzpatrick
UK Science Partnership for 

Animal and Plant Health



National and International Links

Bacterial Plant Pathogens
BBSRC, Defra, NERC and Scot Gov

Science Advisory Group 

Xylella preparedness 
working group for 
Diagnostic/Survey



International Year of Plant 
Health 2020

Defra UK Plant 
Health Forum 

Standing Committee on Plants, 
Animals, Food and Feed (SCOPAFF)



Added value

Red Tractor and AHDB

Bacterial Plant Pathogens
(Phase I) Plant health modeller

European Xylella projects



• Do you have any issues you would like to 
discuss with the Plant Health Centre?

• Notice boards for thoughts, ideas and, if you 
want us to get back to you, your details

• You can also write to us at: 
info@planthealthcentre.scot

Your thoughts



Twitter: @PlantHealthScot

URL: www.planthealthcentre.scot

Email: info@planthealthcentre.scot

Sign up to receive our newsletter and further information

Contact Us

mailto:info@planthealth.scot

